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LAWS OF MALAYSIA

Act 172

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1976

An Act for the proper control and regulation of town and country
planning in Peninsular Malaysiaand for purposes connected therewith
or ancillary thereto.

[See Appendix]

WHEREAS it is expedient for the purpose of ensuring uniformity of
law and policy to make alaw for the proper control and regulation
of town and country planning in Peninsular Malaysia:

AND WHEREAS it IS also expedient that provisions be made to
confer executive authority on the Federation over certain matters
in relation to the control and regulation of town and country planning:

Now, THEREFORE, pursuant to Clause (1) of Article 74, Clause (4)
of Article 76 and Clause (2) of Article 80 of the Constitution, BE
IT ENACTED by the Seri Paduka Baginda Y ang di-Pertuan Agong
with the advice and consent of the Dewan Negara and Dewan
Rakyat in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

PART |
PRELIMINARY
Short title, application and commencement

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Town and Country Planning
Act 1976 and shall apply in Peninsular Malaysia.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), this Act shall come into operation
in a State on a date to be appointed by the State Authority, with
the concurrence of the Minister, by notification in the State Gazette*.

*NOTE—See Appendix.
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(3) The State Authority may bring this Act into operation in any
manner the State Authority thinks most advantageous, convenient,
expedient, or practicable, whether by appointing different dates
for different provisions of this Act, by appointing different dates
for different local authority areas or parts thereof, by bringing a
provision into operation generally in the State and at the same time
declaring that, for or until such time as may be specified, the
provision shall or shall not apply to or in relation to a local
planning authority or the area or any part of the area of a local
planning authority to such extent only as may be specified, or in
any other manner.

Interpretation
2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“agriculture” includes horticulture, farming, the growing of crops,
fruits, vegetables, or trees, the growing of plants for use as fodder,
dairy farming, the breeding and keeping of livestock, fish, or bees,
and the use of land for purposes ancillary to any of those activities
or to any other agricultural activities; but does not include the use
of land as a garden to be enjoyed together with a building attached
to the land; and “agricultural” shall be construed accordingly;

“amenities” means such quality or condition of a place or area
as contributes to its pleasantness, harmony and better enjoyment,
and includes open spaces, parks, recreation grounds, and playgrounds,

“Appeal Board” meansthe Appeal Board constituted under section
36;

“authorized person”, in relation to any provision, means a person
designated in writing by the local planning authority to be an
authorized person for the purposes of that provision;

“building” includes any house, hut, shed, or roofed enclosure,
whether or not used as a human habitation, and any wall, fence,
platform, staging, gate, post, pillar, paling, frame, hoarding, slip,
dock, wharf, pier, jetty, landing-stage, or bridge, and any structure,
support, or foundation connected to or with any of those structures;
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“building operation” means the demolition, erection, re-erection,
or extension of a building or part thereof and includes—

(a) any increasing of the height or floor area of a building;
(b) the roofing or re-roofing of a building or part thereof;

(c) any addition to or alteration of a building that affects or
is likely to affect its drainage or sanitary arrangements
or its soundness;

(d) any addition to or alteration of a building, whether done
before or after completion of the building, that departs
in any manner from any plan or specification in respect
of the building approved at any time by any authority
empowered under any written law to approve the plan or
specification;

(e) any addition to or alteration of a building that materially
affects or islikely to materially affect the building in any
manner; and

(f) any other operation normally undertaken by a person
carrying on the business of building construction;

“Committee” means the State Planning Committee established
under section 4;

“Council” means the National Physical Planning Council
established under section 2a;

“density” meansthe intensity of use of land reckoned or expressed
in terms of the number of persons, dwelling units, or habitable
rooms, or any combination of those factors, per unit area of land,;
and for the purpose of this definition, “habitable room” does not
include a kitchen, storeroom, utility room, lavatory, bathroom, or

garage;

“development” meansthe carrying out of any building, engineering,
mining, industrial, or other similar operation in, on, over, or under
land, the making of any material change in the use of any land or
building or any part thereof, or the subdivision or amalgamation
of lands; and “develop” shall be construed accordingly;

“development area” means a development area declared under
subsection 38(1);
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“development charge” means the development charge referred
to in section 32;

“development plan”, in relation to an area, means—
(a) the local plan for the area; or

(b) if there is no local plan for the area, the structure plan
for the area,

and, in relation to any land or building, means the development
plan, as so defined, for the area in which the land or building is
situated;

“development proposal report” means the report required to be
submitted by an applicant for planning permission under subsection
21A(1);

“Director General of Town and Country Planning” means the
Director General of Town and Country Planning whose functions
are set out primarily in section 2s;

“earthworks” includes any act of excavation, levelling, filling
with any material, or felling of trees on any land, or any act of
dealing with or disturbing any land;

“engineering operation” includes the formation or levelling of
land, the formation or laying out of means of access to aroad, and
the laying out of cables, mains, or means of water supply or
drainage;

“felling atree” includes cutting down, topping, lopping, uprooting,
damaging or destroying a tree;

“floor area” meansthe total area of floor space within abuilding,
as measured between the external sides of walls or, in the case of
party walls, between the centres of such walls;

“land” includes—

(a) thesurface, and all substances forming the surface, of the
earth;

(b) all substances below the surface of the earth;
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(c) all vegetation and other natural products, whether or not
requiring periodical application of labour to their
production, and whether on or below the surface of the
earth;

(d) all things, whether on or below the surface of the earth,
that are attached to the earth or permanently fastened to
any thing attached to the earth;

(e) land covered by water; and
(f) any estate or interest in, or right over, land,;

“local authority” means any city council, municipal council,
municipality, district council, town council, town board, local council,
rural board, or other similar authority established by or under any
written law;

“local plan”, in relation to an area, means the local plan for the
area, and any alteration of the plan, for the time being having
effect in the area by virtue of subsection 15(1); and, in relation
to any land or building, means the local plan, as so defined, for
the area in which the land or building is situated; and “draft local
plan” shall be construed as the context requires,

“local planning authority”, inrelation to an area, shall be construed
as provided in section 5 and, in relation to any land or building,
means the local planning authority, as so construed, for the area
in which the land or building is situated;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for town and country
planning;

“national physical plan” means the physical plan covering
Peninsular Malaysia prepared and approved under section 6g;

“occupier”, in relation to any land or building, includes—
(a) atenant of the land or building;

(b) an owner of the land or building occupying or otherwise
using the land or building;

(c) aperson in actual occupation of the land or building or
having the charge, management, or control thereof, whether
on his own account or as an agent of another person,

but does not include a lodger;
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“open space” means any land whether enclosed or not which is
laid out or reserved for laying out wholly or partly as a public
garden, park, sports and recreation ground, pleasure ground, walk
or as a public place;

“owner”, in relation to any land or building, means—
(a) the registered proprietor of the land;

(b) if, in the opinion of the local planning authority, the
registered proprietor of the land cannot be traced, his
agent or trustee;

(c) if the registered proprietor of the land is dead, his legal
personal representative;

(d) if none of the persons mentioned in paragraphs (a), (b),
and (c) exists, the person who for the time being is
receiving the rent of the land or building, whether on his
own account or as an agent or trustee of another person
or as a receiver, or who would be receiving the rent if
the land or building were let;

“plan” includes reports, drawings, maps and models;

“planning permission” means permission granted, with or without
condition, to carry out development;

“plinth area’” means the proportion to be covered by building of
the area of any lot;

“plot ratio” means the ratio of the total floor area of a building
to the area of the building plot as measured between the survey
boundary lines or, if there are no survey boundary lines, between
the provisional boundary lines;

“prescribe” means prescribe by rules;

“purchase notice” means a purchase notice referred to in
section 37,

“regional planning committee”, in relation to an area, means the
regional planning committee established for that area under
section 6a;
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“requisition notice” means a requisition notice referred to in
section 30;

“road” means any public or private road, and includes any street,
square, court, alley, lane, bridge, footway, track, bridle-path, passage,
or highway, whether a thoroughfare or not, over which the public
have a right of way;

“rules” means rules made under this Act;
“special area” means the area designated under section 16s;

“State Director”, in relation to a State, means the Director of
Town and Country Planning Department of that State;

“structure plan”, in relation to an area, means the structure plan
for the area, and any alteration of the plan, having effect in the
area by virtue of subsection 10(6); and, in relation to any land or
building, means the structure plan, as so defined, for the area in
which the land or building is situated; and “draft structure plan”
shall be construed as the context requires,

“tree preservation order” means a tree preservation order made
under section 35a;

“use”, in relation to any land, means any use of the land other
than merely for the keeping or storage of materials and equipment
intended to be employed in the construction or erection of abuilding
ontheland, or asasite for temporary buildings for the accommodation
of workersinvolved in the construction or erection of the building;

“utilities” includes roads, water and electricity supplies, street
lighting, sewerage, drainage, public works, and other similar public
services and conveniences.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt in determining, for the purposes
of this Act, what constitutes a material change in the use of land,
it is declared that—

(a) the use of land as a place for depositing refuse or waste
materials involves a material change in the use of the
land, notwithstanding that the land is comprised in a site
already used for that purpose, if the superficial area or
the height of the deposit is thereby materially extended,
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(b) any use of land or part thereof that contravenes or is
inconsistent with or contrary to any provision of the
development plan involves a material change in the use
of the land.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt in determining, for the purposes
of this Act, what constitutes a material change in the use of a
building, it is declared that—

(a) any increase in the number of unitsin abuilding to more
than the number originally approved by any authority
empowered under any written law to give the approval
involves a material change in the use of the building;

(b) the use as a dwelling-house of a building not originally
constructed for human habitation involves amaterial change
in the use of the building;

(c) any alteration or addition to that part of the building,
whether in the interior or attached to the exterior of the
building, that abuts upon any regular line of street as
prescribed by or defined in any written law relating to
buildings involves a material change in the use of the
building;

(d) any use of a building or part thereof that contravenes or
is inconsistent with or contrary to any provision of the
development plan involves a material change in the use
of the building;

(e) the use for other purposes of a building or part thereof
originally constructed as a dwelling-house involves a
material change in the use of the building.

ParT 11
POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION

National Physical Planning Council

2A. (1) There shall be established a National Physical Planning
Council consisting of—

(a) a Chairman, being the Prime Minister;

(b) a Deputy Chairman, being the Deputy Prime Minister;
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(c) the Minister;

(d) theMinister responsible for housing and local government,
if he is not also the Minister responsible for town and
country planning;

(e) the Minister of Finance;

(f) the Minister responsible for land,;

(9) the Menteri Besar or Chief Minister of every State;
(h) the Minister responsible for the Federal Territory; and

(i) not more than seven other members to be appointed by
the Chairman.

(2) The functions of the National Physical Planning Council
shall be—

(a) to promote in the country, within the framework of the
national policy, town and country planning as an effective
and efficient instrument for the improvement of the physical
environment and towards the achievement of sustainable
development in the country;

(b) to advise the Federal Government or the Government of
any State, on matters relating to the town and country
planning required under this Act; and

(c) to perform any other functions conferred upon the Council
under this Act.

(3) The Council may from timeto time give the Director General
of Town and Country Planning directions which are consistent
with the provisions of this Act, and the Director General of Town
and Country Planning shall give effect to such directions.

(4) The Council may perform any other functionsthat areincidental
or consequential to any of the functions specified in subsection (2)
and do all such things as may be necessary or expedient for carrying
out its functions under this Act.

(5) The Council shall meet once during every four months in
a year and shall, in addition, meet as and when a meeting is
convened by the Chairman.
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(6) The Council shall determine its own procedure.

Director General of Town and Country Planning

28. (1) There shall be a Director General of Town and Country
Planning whose functions shall be—

(a) to conduct, promote and co-ordinate research in relation
to any aspect of town and country planning;

(b) to publish reports, bulletins, statistics, monographs and
other publications relating to town and country planning
and its methodology;

(c) to provideinformation and education to the public regarding
town and country planning;

(d) toreport to and advise the Council upon matters concerning
the use of town and country planning in the conservation,
use and development of lands in the country and upon
any amendments he thinks desirable to any law affecting
town and country planning and upon any mattersreferred
to him by the Council;

(e) to establish and maintain liaison and co-operation with
each of the State Authorities with respect to town and
country planning.

(2) The Director General of Town and Country Planning shall
be the Secretary of the Council.

General planning policy

3. Subject to Clauses (5) and (6) of Article 91 of the Constitution,
the State Authority shall be responsible for the general policy in
respect of the planning of the development and use of all lands and
buildings within the area of every local authority in the State; and
the State Authority may, in or for the purpose of discharging the
responsibility of the State Authority under this section, from time
to time give to the Committee or any local planning authority
directions of ageneral character not inconsistent with the provision
of this Act, and the Committee or local planning authority shall
give effect to such directions.
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The State Planning Committee and its functions

4. (1) There shall be established for the State a State Planning
Committee consisting of—

(a) a Chairman, being the Menteri Besar or Chief Minister
of the State;

(b) aDeputy Chairman, being amember of the State Executive
Council, to be appointed by the State Authority;

(ba) not more than three membersto be appointed by the State
Authority from amongst the members of the State Executive
Council, at least one of whom shall be the member
responsible for and whose portfolio is related to town
and country planning in the State;

(c) the State Secretary;

(d) the State Director, who shall be the Secretary of the
Committes;

(e) the State Director of Lands and Mines;

(f) the Director of the State Economic Planning Unit or an
officer responsible for such affairs in the State;

(9) the State Director of Public Works;
(h) the State Legal Adviser;
(ha) the State Financial Officer;

(hb) the State Development Officer or an officer responsible
for such affairs in the State;

(hc) the State Director of Environment or an officer responsible
for such affairs in the State; and

(i) not more than four other members to be appointed by the
State Authority.

(2) A member of the Committee appointed under paragraph
(1)(b) or (i) shall, unless he sooner resigns his office or his
appointment is sooner revoked, hold office for such period as may
be specified in his instrument of appointment but shall be eligible
for reappointment.
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(3) A member of the Committee who is not a member of the
public service may be paid such allowances as the State Authority
may approve.

(4) The functions of the Committee shall be—

(a) to promote in the State, within the framework of the
national policy, the conservation, use and development
of al lands in the State;

(aa) toregulate, control, plan and co-ordinate all development
activities in the State;

(b) to advisethe State Government, either on itsown initiative
or in response to a request by the State Government, on
matters relating to the conservation, use and devel opment
of land in the State; and

(c) to undertake, assist in and encourage the collection,
maintenance and publication of statistics, bulletins and
monographs and other publications relating to town and
country planning and its methodology.

(5) The Committee may from time to time give to any local
planning authority directions not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act and the local planning authority shall give effect to
such directions.

(6) The Committee may perform any other functions that are
supplemental, incidental, or consequential to any of the functions
specified in subsection (4) and do all such things as may be necessary
or expedient for carrying out its functions under this Act.

(7) The Committee may cause a local inquiry or hearing to be
held in or for the purpose of exercising any of its functions under
this Act.

(8) The State Director of Town and Country Planning shall be
the principal adviser to the Committee on matters relating to town
and country planning and, as Secretary of the Committee, shall be
responsible for carrying out the decisions and implementing the
policies of the Committee; and in or for the purpose of discharging
his functions under this subsection, he may draw upon the financial,
manpower and other resources of his department.
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Local planning authorities

*5. (1) Every local authority shall be the local planning authority
for the area of the local authority.

**(2) For any area in the State that does not form part of the
area of any local authority, the State Director shall be the local
planning authority, and references to the “local planning authority”
in this Act shall be deemed to include the State Director whenever
he performsthe functions of the local planning authority in relation
to that area.

(3) (Deleted by Act A1129).

(4) A local planning authority shall furnish the Committee with
such returns and information relating to its activities as the Committee
may from time to time require.

Functions of local planning authorities

6. (1) The functions of a local planning authority shall be—

(a) toregulate, control and plan the development and use of
all lands and buildings within its area;

(b) to undertake, assist in, and encourage the collection,
maintenance, and publication of statistics, bulletins, and
monographs, and other publications relating to town and
country planning and its methodology; and

(c) to perform such other functions as the State Authority or
the Committee may from time to time assign to it.

(2) A local planning authority may perform any other functions
that are supplemental, incidental, or consequential to any of the
functions specified in subsection (1) and do all such things as may
be necessary or expedient for carrying out its functions under this
Act.

*NOTE—The amendment of this section vide Act A1129 shall not affect any pending application
for planning permission in respect of a development or any appeal against the refusal of the local
planning authority to grant planning permission or against any condition imposed under subsection
22(3) of this Act—see section 38 of Act A1129.

** NOTE—This subsection does not apply to the Sates of Kelantan and Terengganu—see Kn. P.U.
34/2003 and Tr. G.N. 54/2003.
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PART |lA
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Regional planning committee

*6A. (1) The Council may from time to time, after consultation
with the State Authorities concerned, establish aregional planning
committee for a region which consists of an area situated in two
or more States.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1), the Minister shall cause
the fact of the establishment of a regional planning committee to
be published in the Gazette together with the marking by which
the boundary of the region for which the committee is established
may be identified.

(3) The regiona planning committee shall consist of—
(a) a Chairman, who is appointed by the Prime Minister;

(b) six personsrepresenting the Federal Government, at | east
four of whom shall be public officers, appointed by the
Minister;

(c) not more than four persons representing the Government
of each of the States within the region, appointed by the
State Authority, one of whom shall be the State Director;
and

(d) the President of every local planning authority within the
region if such authority is a local authority.

(4) Thereshall be a Secretary for theregional planning committee
to be appointed by the Director General of Town and Country
Planning.

(5) Thefunctions of the regional planning committee shall be—

(a) to advise and assist the State Planning Committees and
thelocal planning authorities within the region pertaining
to the development plans appropriate for the region, in
accordance with the national policy;

*NOTE—This section does not apply to the State of Terengganu—see Tr. G.N. 54/2003.
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(b) to establish policiesand to devise acomprehensiveregiona
plan to guide and co-ordinate development of the region;

(c) to plan and co-ordinate the provision of infrastructure
and facilities for the region;

(d) to establish uniform process and procedures to be used
by the Federal Government and the State Governments
and local authorities concerned for the region;

(e) to monitor the implementation of standards, guidelines
and procedures in facilitating the development of the
region; and

(f) to conduct research required for the planning of the region.

(6) The regional planning committee shall furnish the Council
or Committee with such returns, reports and information relating
to itsactivities asthe Council or Committee may from timeto time
require.

(7) The regional planning committee shall determine its own
procedure.

ParT IlB
NATIONAL PHYSICAL PLAN
National physical plan

68. (1) The Director General of Town and Country Planning shall,
upon the direction of the Council, prepare and submit to the Council
for itsapproval adraft national physical plan which covers Peninsular
Malaysia.

(2) The draft national physical plan shall—

(a) be awritten statement formulating strategic policies for
the purpose of determining the general directions and
trends of the physical development of the nation;

(b) beaccompanied by such indicative plansas may berequired
to clarify the strategic policies; and

(c) contain such other matters as may be prescribed or asthe
Council may in any particular case specify.
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(3) When preparing the draft national physical plan and
determining its contents for submission to the Council, the Director
General of Town and Country Planning shall take into consideration
the current national urbanization policy or other similar policies
and shall consult with every State Authority and such other authorities
or bodies as the Council may direct.

(4) The national physical plan shall be reviewed every five
years in tandem with the review of the National Five Year
Development Plans, or as and when directed by the Council.

(5) It shall be the general duty of the Federal Government and
the Government of every State to assist in ensuring that the objectives
of the national physical plan are achieved.

(6) The Director General of Town and Country Planning shall
periodically report to the Council on the implementation of the
national physical plan, or as and when directed by the Council.

ParT 111
DEVELOPMENT PLANS
Survey of planning areas

7. (1) The State Director shall, in so far as he has not already
done so, institute a survey of the State, examining the matters that
may be expected to affect the development, or the planning of the
development, of the State, and shall in any event keep all those
matters under review.

(2) Notwithstanding that the State Director has carried out his
duty under subsection (1), he may, if he thinks fit, and shall, if
directed to do so by the Council or Committee, institute a fresh
survey of the whole State, examining the matters mentioned in that
subsection.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsections (1) and
(2), the matters to be examined and kept under review under those
subsections shall include—

(a) theprincipal physical, economic, environmental, and social
characteristics, including the principal land uses, of the
State and, so far as they may be expected to affect the
State, those of the neighbouring areas;



Town and Country Planning 23

(aa) the national physical plan and other principal economic,
social, physical and environmental management and
conservation policies of the nation;

(b) the size, composition, and distribution of the population
of the State, whether resident or not;

(c) without prejudice to paragraph (a), the communications,
transport system, and traffic of the State and, so far as
they may be expected to affect the State, those of the
neighbouring areas;

(d) any matters not mentioned in any of the preceding
paragraphs that may be expected to affect any matters so
mentioned;

(e) such other matters as may be prescribed or as the Council
or Committee may in any particular case specify; and

(f) any changes already projected in any of the matters
mentioned in any of the preceding paragraphs and the
effect that those changes are likely to have on the
development, or the planning of the development, of the
State.

(4) The State Director shall, for the purpose of discharging his
functions under this section, consult with the State Director of any
other State about matters relating to the area of that other State
that may be expected to affect the development or the planning of
the development of the State in respect of which the survey is
instituted under this section.

(5) Subsection (1) shall, as respects any period during which
this section is in operation in part only of the State, be construed
as requiring the State Director to institute a survey of, and to keep
under review, matters affecting that part of the State only; and
subsection (2) shall, whether or not this section is in operation in
the whole of the State, have effect asif the power thereby conferred
included power for the State Director to institute, and for the
Council or Committee to direct him to institute, a fresh survey of
part of the State only; and references in subsection (3) to the State
or the neighbouring areas shall be construed accordingly.
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Preparation of draft structure plans

8. (1) The State Director shall, within such period as the Council
or Committee may specify, prepare and submit to the Committee
areport of his survey under section 7 and at the same time prepare
and submit to the Committee for its approval adraft structure plan
complying with subsection (3) for the State.

(2) The report shall include an estimate of any changes likely
to occur, during such period as the Council or Committee may
specify, in the matters mentioned in subsection 7(3); and different
periods may be specified in relation to different matters.

(3) The draft structure plan for the State shall be a written
statement—

(a) formulating the policy and general proposals of the State
Authority in respect of the development and use of land
in that State, including measures for the improvement of
the physical living environment, the improvement of
communications, the management of traffic, the
improvement of socio-economic well-being and the
promotion of economic growth, and for facilitating
sustainable development;

(b) stating the relationship of those proposals to general
proposals for the development and use of land in the
neighbouring areas that may be expected to affect that
area; and

(c) containing such other matters as may be prescribed or as
the Council or Committee may in any particular case
specify.

(4) In formulating the policy and general proposals under
paragraph (3)(a), the State Director shall secure that the policy and
proposals are justified by the results of his survey under section
7 and by any other information that he may obtain, and shall have
regard—

(a) to current policiesin respect of the social and economic
planning and devel opment and the environmental protection
of the State and the nation;

(b) totheresourceslikely to be available for the carrying out
of the proposals of the structure plan; and
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(c) to such other matters as the Council or Committee may
direct him to take into account.

(5) (Deleted by Act A1129).

(6) A draft structure plan for an area shall contain or be
accompanied by such diagrams, illustrations, and descriptive matter
asthe State Director thinks appropriate for the purpose of explaining
or illustrating the proposals in the plan, or as may be prescribed,
or as may in any particular case be specified in directions given
by the Council or Committee; and the diagrams, illustrations, and
descriptive matter shall be treated as forming part of the plan.

(7) At any time before the Committee has under section 10
approved a structure plan in respect of the whole of the area of
the State, the State Director may, with the consent of the Committee,
and shall, if so directed by it, prepare and submit to the Committee
for its approval a draft structure plan relating to part of that area;
and where the Committee has given consent or direction for the
preparation of adraft structure plan for part of that area, references
in this Part to that area shall, in relation to a draft structure plan,
be construed as including references to part of that area.

Publicity in connection with preparation of draft structure
plans

9. (1) When preparing a draft structure plan for the State and
finally determining its content for submission to the Committee,
the State Director shall take such steps as will in his opinion
secure—

(a) that publicity is given in the State to the report of the
survey under section 7 and to the matters that he proposes
to include in the plan; and

(b) that personswho may be expected to desire an opportunity
of making representations to the State Director in respect
of those matters are made aware that they are entitled to,
and are given, an opportunity of doing so,

and the State Director shall consider every representation made
within the prescribed period to him.
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(2) As soon as practicable after a draft structure plan has been
submitted to the Committee, the State Director shall—

(a) publish, in three issues of at least two local newspapers,
one of which being in the national language, a notice
stating that copies of the plan are available for inspection
at the office of the State Director and at such other places
as he may determine and the time within which objections
to the plan may be made to the Committee; and

(b) make copies of the plan available for inspection at the
places stated in the notice; and each copy shall be
accompanied by a statement of the time, as stated in the
notice, within which objections to the plan may be made
to the Committee.

(3) The time within which objections to the draft structure plan
may be made shall be not less than one month from the date of
the first appearance of the notice under paragraph (2)(a) in alocal
newspaper in the national language, and any time stated in the
notice may be extended once by the State Director by not more
than one month in favour of any particular objector.

(4) A draft structure plan submitted by the State Director to the
Committee for its approval shall be accompanied by a statement
containing such particulars, if any, as may be prescribed—

(a) of the steps that the State Director’ s has taken to comply
with subsection (1); and

(b) of the State Director’ s consultations with, and consideration
of the views of, other persons in respect of the matters
included, or originally proposed to be included, in the
plan.

(5) If, after considering the statement submitted with, and the
mattersincluded in, the draft structure plan and any other information
provided by the State Director, the Committee is satisfied that the
purposes of paragraphs (1)(a) and (b) have been adequately achieved
by the steps taken by the State Director in compliance with that
paragraph, it shall proceed to consider whether to approve the
structure plan; and if it is not so satisfied, it shall return the plan
to the State Director and direct him—

(a) to take such further action as the Committee may specify
in order better to achieve those purposes; and
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(b) after doing so, to resubmit the plan with such modifications,
if any, as the State Director then considers appropriate
and, if so required by the direction, to do so within a
specified period,

but the Committee shall not return the plan or give such direction
if three months have elapsed since the State Director submitted the
plan to the Committee.

(6) If the Committee returns the draft structure plan to the State
Director under subsection (5), it shall inform the State Director of
itsreasonsfor doing so and, if any person has made to the Committee
any objection to the plan, it shall also inform that person that it
has returned the plan.

(7) If the State Director is given directions by the Committee
under subsection (5), he shall forthwith withdraw the copies of the
plan made available for inspection as required by subsection (2)
and shall publish the fact of withdrawal in three issues of at least
two local newspapers, one of which being in the national language.

(8) Subsections (2) to (7) shall apply, with the necessary
modifications, in relation to a draft structure plan resubmitted to
the Committee in accordance with directions given by it under
subsection (5) as they apply in relation to the plan as originally
submitted.

Approval or rejection of draft structure plans by Committee

10. (1) The Committee may, after considering a draft structure
plan submitted or resubmitted to it, either approve it, in whole or
in part and with or without modifications or reservations, or reject
it.

(2) In considering the draft structure plan, the Committee may
take into account any matters that it thinks are relevant, whether
or not they were taken into account in the plan as submitted or
resubmitted to it.

(3) If, on taking the draft structure plan into consideration, the
Committee does not determine then to reject it, it shall, before
determining whether or not to approve it—

(a) consider any objections to the plan, so far as they are
made in accordance with rules made under section 17;
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(b) afford to the persons whose objections so made are not
withdrawn, an opportunity of appearing before, and being
heard by, a subcommittee appointed by the Committee,
and consisting of four members of the Committee, one
of whom shall be appointed chairman of the subcommittee;
and

(c) if alocal inquiry or other hearing is held, also afford the
like opportunity to the State Director and such other
persons as the Committee thinks fit.

(4) Without prejudice to subsection (3), in considering a draft
structure plan, the Committee—

(a) shall consult with the Council for its direction and advice;
and

(b) may consult with, or consider the views of, any other
authority or any other persons but shall not be under any
obligation to consult with, or consider the views of, any
other authority or any other persons or, except as provided
by that subsection, to afford an opportunity for the making
of any objections or other representations, or to cause a
local inquiry or other hearing to be held.

(5) If the Committee hasfailed or neglected to approve or reject
a draft structure plan within six months of its submission to the
Committee, the State Director may refer the draft structure plan
to the Council for decision thereon.

(6) Upon approving a draft structure plan, the Committee shall
submit it to the State Authority for the assent of the State Authority
to the plan, and upon the assent being given, the plan shall come
into effect.

(7) The Committee shall cause the fact of assent of the State
Authority to a draft structure plan to be published in the State
Gazette and in at least two local newspapers, one of which being
in the national language, together with the marking by which the
plan may be identified and a statement of the place where the plan
may be inspected.
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Review or alteration of structure plans

11. (1) A structure plan that has comeinto effect shall be subjected
to review every five years in tandem with the preparation of the
State’s five-year development plans, and the review shall relate to
the whole of the State.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), after a structure plan for a
State has come into effect, the State Director may submit to the
Committee and shall, if so directed by the Committee, submit to
it, within a period specified in the direction, proposals for such
review or alterations to the plan as appear to the State Director to
be expedient or as the Committee may direct, as the case may be,
and the proposals may relate to the whole or to part of the State.

Procedure for review of structure plan

11a. If itisdecided under section 11 that areview of the structure
plan for a State is to be held, the State Director shall submit to
the Committee a report of the results of hisreview of the relevant
matters under section 7 together with any other information on
which the proposals are based, and sections 9 and 10 shall apply,
with the necessary modifications, in relation to the proposals as
they apply in relation to the structure plan.

Procedure for alteration of structure plan

118. (1) If it is decided under section 11 that an alteration is to
be made on the structure plan for the State, the State Director shall
prepare and submit to the Committee proposals for such alterations.

(2) In formulating the proposals for such alterations, the State
Director shall have regard to such matters asthe Council or Committee
may direct.

() The State Director shall submit the structure plan in which
the proposed alterations have been incorporated to the Committee
and at the same time publish anoticein at |least two local newspapers,
one of which being in the national language, stating that copies
of the plan are available for inspection and that objections may be
made within a period of one month from the date of such publication.
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(4) The Committee shall appoint a subcommittee consisting of
four members of the Committee, one of whom shall be appointed
chairman of the subcommittee, and the sub-committee shall hear
every objection made in accordance with the rules made under
section 17.

(5) The Committee shall then consider the proposed alteration
to the structure plan, and either approve it, in whole or in part and
with or without modifications, or reject it.

(6) The Committee shall submit the approved altered structure
plan to the State Authority for the assent of the State Authority
to the plan, and upon the assent being given, the altered structure
plan shall come into effect.

(7) The Committee shall cause the fact of the assent of the State
Authority to the altered structure plan to be published in the State
Gazette.

Preparation of draft local plans

12. (1) The local planning authority, while a draft structure plan
is being prepared, or before the State Authority gives assent to a
draft structure plan that has been prepared, may, if it thinks desirable,
prepare a draft local plan for any part of its area.

(2) Where a structure plan for the State has come into effect,
the local planning authority shall as soon as practicable prepare
a draft local plan for the whole of its area.

(3) A draft local plan shall consist of a map and a written
statement and shall—

(a) formulate, in such details as the local planning authority
thinks appropriate, its proposals for—

(i) the development of;
(i1) the use of land in;

(iit) the protection and improvement of the physical
environment of;

(iv) the preservation of the natural topography of;

(v) the improvement of the landscape of;
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(vi) the preservation and planting of trees in;
(vii) the making up of open spaces in;

(viii) the preservation and enhancement of character and
appearance of buildings in;

(ix) the improvement of communications in; and
(x) the management of traffic in,
the area of the local plan; and

(b) contain such matters as may be prescribed or as the
Committee may in any particular case specify.

(4) A draftlocal planfor an areashall contain, or be accompanied
by, such diagrams, illustrations, and descriptive matter as the local
planning authority thinks appropriate for the purpose of explaining
or illustrating the proposals in the plan, or as may be prescribed
by the Committee, or as may in any particular case be specified
in directions given by the Committee; and the diagrams, illustrations,
and descriptive matter shall be treated as forming part of the plan.

(5) (Deleted by Act A1129).

(6) Without prejudice to the preceding provisions of this section,
the local planning authority shall, if the Committee gives it a
direction in that behalf in respect of a part of the area of the local
planning authority for which a draft structure plan has been, or is
in the course of being, prepared, as soon as practicable prepare for
that part a draft local plan of such nature as may be specified in
the direction.

(7) Directionsunder subsection (6) may be given by the Committee
either before or after the draft structure plan comes into effect.

(8) In formulating its proposals in a draft local plan, the local
planning authority shall secure that the proposals conform generally
to the structure plan for the State as it stands for the time being,
whether or not it has come into effect, 